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WELCOME TO SPABA SIG!
Mission

To promote the:

▪ Development and dissemination of empirically-sound research and interprofessional 
practice-based intervention within the shared domains of speech-language pathology 
and applied behavior analysis.
▪ Application of evidence-based practices relevant to the full range of services 
provided by speech-language pathologists and applied behavior analysts.
▪ Narrowing the research-practice gap through education, training, and mentorship.
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WELCOME TO SPABA SIG!

VISION
To support meaningful improvements in the lives of 
individuals and their families within the shared domains 
of speech-language pathology and applied behavior 
analysis through interprofessional collaboration.
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SPABA: Non-Profit Company in the US

In November 2023, SPABA 
became a nonprofit, 
501(c)(3) business.

All donations received by 
SPABA are tax deductible as 
allowed by law.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Nikia Dower, MS, CCC-SLP, BCBA, LBA
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Meet SPABA SIG Founder

Dr. Barbara Esch, Ph.D., BCBA-D, CCC-SLP
www.barbaraesch.com
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Meet the 
SPABA Board of Directors
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Meet the 
SPABA Student 
Board Member
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Gratitude

The SPABA Board extends our heartfelt gratitude to Executive Board members, Lilith Reuter-Yuill and Deirdre Muldoon, 
who stepped down from the board at the end of 2025. Their professionalism, commitment, and invaluable contributions 

have been instrumental in SPABA’s growth and success. 

We thank them for their dedication to our mission and lasting impact on our community.
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Highlights of 2025
∙ Membership Growth & Engagement

∙ SPABA 2nd Annual Conference

∙ Conference Sponsorships

∙ Speech Pathology Applied Behavior Analysis Community of Practice Events (SCOPE)

∙ Research & Advocacy Efforts

∙ Trends in Dual Certification
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DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT

Carly Dragan, SLPD, CCC-SLP, BCBA, LBA
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Development Committee Established April, 
2025

The SPABA Development Committee is responsible for creating, executing, and 
evaluating strategies to secure financial support for the organization. This includes 
identifying potential funding sources, building donor relationships, planning 
fundraising events, and managing sponsorship opportunities. 

The committee’s efforts aim to ensure the financial sustainability of SPABA, 
supporting its mission to promote empirically sound research, interprofessional 
collaboration, and professional development within the fields of speech-language 
pathology and applied behavior analysis.
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Scope of the Development Committee
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SPABA Work
▪ Conference

• Events

▪ Research

• Collaboration

Expected Outcomes:
• Increased revenue to support 

SPABA’s mission and programs.

• Expanded network of financial 
supporters and sponsors.

• Enhanced financial stability and 
organizational growth.



Development Committee Responsibilities
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▪ Fundraising Strategy - Develop and implement comprehensive fundraising plans, including annual giving 
campaigns, membership drives, and grant applications.

▪ Donor Relations - Cultivate relationships with individual donors, corporate sponsors, and foundations, ensuring 
consistent communication and appreciation.

▪ Sponsorships and Partnerships - Identify and secure corporate sponsors for events like conferences, webinars, and 
workshops.

▪ Event Planning and Execution - Plan and coordinate fundraising events, both virtual and in-person, to maximize 
financial support.

▪ Financial Reporting and Goal Tracking - Set measurable fundraising goals, track progress, and provide regular 
updates to the SPABA board.

▪ Collaboration with Other Committees - Work closely with other SPABA committees to align financial goals with 
organizational priorities.

▪ Grant Writing and Management - Identify grant opportunities and assist with writing, submitting, and managing 
grant applications.



COMMUNICATIONS REPORT

Tamara Kasper, MS, CCC-SLP, BCBA
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Communications Committee Accomplishments
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❑ Moved Social Media to a subcommittee of the Communications Committee 
❑ Mentorship Monday Established, once a quarter:

❑  “What I Wish I Knew Then That I Know Now” – Tamara Kasper, Carly Dragan, Jean Jarrett, and Nikia Dower 
August 11, 2025 4:00 PM ET

❑ “Two Lanes, One Road: Navigating Scope of Practice for SLP and ABA Practitioners”-- Tamara Kasper, Carly 
Dragan, Jean Jarrett, and Nikia Dower February 16, 2026 4:00 PM ET

❑ “Relational Practice in Action: Reflection, Humility, and Culturally Responsive Collaboration”—Lina Slim, 
Tamara Kasper June 15, 2026 4:00 PM ET

❑ Developed an ”elevator pitch” to explain what SPABA is and what SPABA does



Social Media Report
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Nikia Dower, MS, CCC-SLP, BCBA, LBA



Number of Dual Credentialed In The World
(as of 5/22/2026)
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504  active dual-certified SLP-BCBAs, SLP-BCaBAs and SLP-
QBAs have been identified in 44 states & 

22 countries outside the US.



Dual credentialed achievements in 2025
193 presentations – world-wide!
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Presented at numerous state, regional, 
national, and international conferences

• Autism
• Behavior Analysis
• Augmentative Communication
• Speech/Language
• Feeding
• Special Education

Contributions via:
• Presentations
• Posters
• Online Courses
• Podcasts
• Webinars

Published journal articles and book chapters
Featured on local news channels



In 2026 So far…
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89 presentations done or slated to be done worldwide!



SLP-BCBA Presenting at ABAI 2026
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Social Media Accounts

www.behavioralspeech.com

Page:
Group: SPABA.SIG

@spabasig

SPABASIGofABAI

@SpeechPathologyABA

speech-pathology-applied-behavior-analysis-special-
interest-group-of-abai



Social Media Accounts

www.behavioralspeech.com

Page:
Group: SPABA.SIG

@spabasig

SPABASIGofABAI

@SpeechPathologyABA

speech-pathology-applied-behavior-analysis-special-
interest-group-of-abai



Events and Continuing Education Report
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Janine Rachman Shapiro, MS, 
CCC-SLP,BCBA

Sophie Millon, MS, CCC-SLP, 
BCBA, LBA



2025 SPABA Community of Practice Events (SCOPEs)
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❑Trina Spencer--The Science of Oral Storytelling
❑Alice Shillingsburg, Lilith Reuter-Yuill, Lina Slim, Tamara Kasper--Promoting Language 

for Learners with Autism Spectrum Disorder on AAC
❑Brittany Clark, Shawna Fleming--Bridging Disciplines: Behaviorally Oriented 

Interventions for Aphasia



SPABA Conference 2025
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SPABA Conference 2025
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2025 Conference access is available until 
October 23, 2026. 

❖ Entire conference: $149
❖ A-la-carte sessions: $30



SPABA 3rd Annual Conference

www.behavioralspeech.com

Mark your calendars!
❑ November 6, 2026
❑ On BehaviorLive platform
❑ $99 Early Bird Registration 
❑ $149 General ​Registration
❑ Up to 6.5 ACE and ASHA CEUs included
❑ Up to 6.5 Professional Development 

Hours/Certificate of Attendance



Awards Committee Report
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Nikia Dower, MS, CCC-SLP, BCBA, LBA



SPABA Annual Awards
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M. N. (Giri) Hegde 
Research Award                                                    

For empirical research 
that advances the 

evidence base for a 
behavior analytic 

conceptualization of 
speech, language, 
communication, or 
feeding disorders.

($500, students only)

Barbara Esch 
Application Award 

For projects that 
demonstrate effective 
application of behavior 
analytic principles by 
SLPs, including those 
contributing to ABA 

research.
​($500, students or 

professionals)

Nikia Dower Dissemination 
Award 

For initiatives that facilitate 
cross-discipline dissemination 
of accurate information about 

speech-language pathology and 
behavior analysis.
​($500, students or 

professionals)



SPABA 2025 Hegde Award Recipients
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SPABA 2025 Dower Award Recipient
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2026 SPABA Annual Awards
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Application 
Is

Open!
Due July 31, 

2026



Awards Committee Report
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Sari Risen, MA, CCC-SLP, Reg. CASLPO, BCBA, RBA



Membership Trends
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2017-

2018

2018-

2019

2019-

2020

2020-

2021

2021-

2022

2022-

2023
2024 2o25

2026 to 

date

Professional 

Members
17 14 20 118 68 28 68 79 81

Student Members 5 2 1 4 6 8 8 13 13



Membership Fees & Benefits
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Professional Membership - $20 annually Student Membership -  $10 annually

Attend SCOPEs for FREE Attend SCOPEs for FREE

FREE ACE CEs for all SCOPES FREE ACE CEs for all SCOPES

Discounted rate for SPABA Conference Discounted rate for SPABA Conference

Receive e-mails about SIG events & yearly summary Network with other students, researchers, and 
professionals

Join a vibrant professional community Build your resume by joining a professional 
organization



Treasurer’s Report
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Heather Forbes, PhD, BCBA-D, CCC-SLP



Assets 
4-30-26
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Checking Account Balance 44,339.52 

PayPal Balance 50

Total Assets $44,389.52



Revenue and Expense Statement 
01-01-2025 through 12-31-2025

www.behavioralspeech.com

Revenue

One-year full memberships 460 BACB CEUs 140 

Multi-year full memberships 840 SPABA Conference Registrations 9,003 

Student memberships 110 SPABA Conference Sponsors 5500

Donations 1,501 Interest income 477

Total Revenue     $18,031



Revenue and Expense Statement 
01-01-2025 through 12-31-2025
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Expenses

Michigan Nonprofit Annual 
Statement

20 Event Expenses 2,429 

Insurance 2,548 Honorariums 3,500 

Website 210 SPABA Awards (3) 1,500

Contracted Labor 80 PayPal fees 74

Marketing 250 Philanthropy 800

Subscriptions 469 Miscellaneous 351

Total Expenses     $12,231



Revenue and Expense Statement 
01-01-2025 through 12-31-2025
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Total revenue 18,031

Total expenses 12,231 

Net 2025 Profit $5,800 



Financial Trend
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Zeffy

www.behavioralspeech.com

We transferred from PayPal to Zeffy in order to save PayPal fees
❑ Only for Nonprofits
❑ Memberships, Donations, CEUs, Fundraisers
❑ Options for automatic renewal



Closing Remarks
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Nikia Dower, MS, CCC-SLP, BCBA, LBA



ABAI Expo

www.behavioralspeech.com

Come see our new Poster at the ABAI Expo at 8pm!
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