Annual Business Meeting

Saturday, May 23, 2026 | 7:00 PM — 7:50 PM

San Francisco, California
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* Development and dissemination of empirically-sound research and interprofessional
practice-based intervention within the shared domains of speech-language pathology
and applied behavior analysis.

= Application of evidence-based practices relevant to the full range of services
provided by speech-language pathologists and applied behavior analysts.

= Narrowing the research-practice gap through education, training, and mentorship.
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To support meaningful improvements in the lives of
individuals and their families within the shared domains
of speech-language pathology and applied behavior
analysis through interprofessional collaboration.
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501(c)(3) business. '

All donations received by
SPABA are tax deductible as
allowed by law.
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Nikia Dower, MS, CCC-SLP, BCBA, LBA
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Dr. Barbara Esch, Ph.D., BCBA-D, CCC-SLP

www.barbaraesch.com
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Meet the
SPABA Student

Board Member
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The SPABA Board extends our heartfelt gratitude to Executive Board members, Lilith Reuter-Yuill and Deirdre Muldoon,
who stepped down from the board at the end of 2025. Their professionalism, commitment, and invaluable contributions
have been instrumental in SPABA’s growth and success.

We thank them for their dedication to our mission and lasting impact on our community.
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Conference Sponsorships
Speech Pathology Applied Behavior Analysis Community of Practice Events (SCOPE)
Research & Advocacy Efforts

Trends in Dual Certification
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Carly Dragan, SLPD, CCC-SLP, BCBA, LBA
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evaluating strategies to secure financial support for the organization. This includes
identifying potential funding sources, building donor relationships, planning
fundraising events, and managing sponsorshlp opportunities.

The committee’s efforts aim to ensure the financial sustainability of SPABA,
supporting its mission to promote empirically sound research, interprofessional
collaboration, and professional development within the fields of speech-language
pathology and applied behavior analysis.
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SPABA’s mission and programs.

* Events * Expanded network of financial
supporters and sponsors.

= Research , , "
* Enhanced financial stability and

organizational growth.
e Collaboration
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consistent communication and appreciation.
» Sponsorships and Partnerships - Identify and secure corporate sponsors for events like conferences, webinars, and

workshops.
= Event Planning and Execution - Plan and coordinate fundraising events, both virtual and in-person, to maximize

financial support.
* Financial Reporting and Goal Tracking - Set measurable fundraising goals, track progress, and provide regular

updates to the SPABA board.
» Collaboration with Other Committees - Work closely with other SPABA committees to align financial goals with

organizational priorities.
= Grant Writing and Management - Identify grant opportunities and assist with writing, submitting, and managing

grant applications.
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Tamara Kasper, MS, CCC-SLP, BCBA
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[ “Two Lanes, One Road: Navigating Scope of Practice for SLP and ABA Practitioners”-- Tamara Kasper, Carly
Dragan, Jean Jarrett, and Nikia Dower February 16, 2026 4:00 PM ET
A “Relational Practice in Action: Reflection, Humility, and Culturally Responsive Collaboration”—Lina Slim,
Tamara Kasper June 15, 2026 4:00 PM ET
1 Developed an “elevator pitch” to explain what SPABA is and what SPABA does
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Nikia Dower, MS, CCC-SLP, BCBA, LBA
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22 countries outside the US.
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national, and international conferences * Presentations

e Autism * Posters

* Behavior Analysis * Online Courses

* Augmentative Communication * Podcasts

* Speech/Language * Webinars

* Feeding Published journal articles and book chapters
e Special Education Featured on local news channels
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@spabasig @SpeechPathologyABA

speech-pathology-applied-behavior-analysis-special-
interest-group-of-abai
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@spabasig @SpeechPathologyABA

speech-pathology-applied-behavior-analysis-special-
interest-group-of-abai
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Janine Rachman Shapiro, MS, Sophie Millon, MS, CCC-SLP,

CCC-SLP,BCBA BCBA, LBA
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dBrittany Clark, Shawna Fleming--Bridging Disciplines: Behaviorally Oriented
Interventions for Aphasia
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10:00 AM - 5:00 PM 1y
- SLPs & BCBAs
~ Collaboration For Change Start:
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2025 Conference access is available until
October 23, 2026.

% Entire conference: $149
% A-la-carte sessions: $30
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/ber 6, 2026

3rd Annual SPABA Conference- Virtual

J Up to 6.5 ACE and ASHA CEUs included
J Up to 6.5 Professional Development
Hours/Certificate of Attendance

GRAY MATTERS:

NAVIGATING NUANCES IN
SLP & ABA COLLABORATION
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Nikia Dower, MS, CCC-SLP, BCBA, LBA
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X SPABA

M. N. (Giri) Hegde
Research Award
For empirical research
that advances the
evidence base for a
behavior analytic
conceptualization of
speech, language,
communication, or
feeding disorders.
(S500, students only)

Barbara Esch
Application Award

For projects that
demonstrate effective
application of behavior

analytic principles by
SLPs, including those
contributing to ABA
research.
(5500, students or
professionals)

Nikia Dower Dissemination

Award

For initiatives that facilitate
cross-discipline dissemination
of accurate information about

speech-language pathology and
behavior analysis.
(5500, students or

professionals)
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MN HEGDE
RESEARCH
AWARD WINNER

Courtney Keleher, MEd, BCBA

THE EFFECTS OF A RULE-BASED, PROBLEM-SOLVING
STRATEGY ON ANALOGICAL REASONING IN
CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

ADVISOR: MARY JANE WEISS, PHLD., BCBA-D, LABA
ENDICOTT COLLEGE

MN HEGDE
RESEARCH
AWARD WINNER

J. Logan Gibson, PhD, BCBA
Allison Alonzo, BS

IMPROVING DYSPHAGIA ASSESSMENT THROUGH AN
ELECTROMYOGRAPHY-INFORMED
REINFORCEMENT-BASED STRATEGY

ADVISOR: J. STEPHANIE GONZALEZ, PHD, BCBA
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS
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NIKIA DOWER
S DISSEMINATION
AWARD WINNER

Linda Chow, MA, CCC-SLP, BCBA

INTEGRATING APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS (ABA)
AND SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY (SLP):
A COLLABORATIVE CLASSROOM MODEL FOR AN
EARLY CHILDHOOD SPECIALIZED PROGRAM
FOR STUDENTS WITH AUTISM
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Speech Pathology Applied Behavior Analysis
SPABA

Annual Research - Application -
Dissemination Award Competition
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Sari Risen, MA, CCC-SLP, Reg. CASLPO, BCBA, RBA
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2018-  2019-  2020-  2021-  2022- 2026 to
2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 oo

Professional
Members

Student Members 5 2 1 4 6 8 8 13 13
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Professional Membership - $20 annually Student Membership - $10 annually

Attend SCOPEs for FREE Attend SCOPEs for FREE

FREE ACE CEs for all SCOPES FREE ACE CEs for all SCOPES

Discounted rate for SPABA Conference Discounted rate for SPABA Conference
Receive e-mails about SIG events & yearly summary Network with other students, researchers, and

professionals

Join a vibrant professional community Build your resume by joining a professional
organization
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Heather Forbes, PhD, BCBA-D, CCC-SLP
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PayPal Balance 50
Total Assets $44,389.52
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Multi-year full memberships 840 SPABA Conference Registrations 9,003
Student memberships 110 SPABA Conference Sponsors 5500
Donations 1,501 Interest income 477
Total Revenue 518,031
&GABAI
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atemen
Insurance
Website
Contracted Labor
Marketing

Subscriptions

2,548 Honorariums 3,500
210 SPABA Awards (3) 1,500
80 PayPal fees 74
250 Philanthropy 800
469 Miscellaneous 351 .

Total Expenses 512,231
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Total expenses
Net 2025 Profit
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v $25,000
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d Memberships, Donations, CEUs, Fundraisers
1 Options for automatic renewal

zeffy=>
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Nikia Dower, MS, CCC-SLP, BCBA, LBA
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2 SPABA

Speech Pathology Applied Behavior Analysis
Supporting a Behavioral Approach to Speech-Language Pathology

We are 501(c)(3) charitable nonprofit organization dedicated to a behavior-analytic approach to
treating speech/longuage/communication/feeding disorders of all ages

Our mission is three-fold:

Dissemination: disseminate empirically sound research and interprofessional practice-based
intervention within the shared domains of speech-language pathology and applied behavior analysis
Application: promote evidence-based practices relevant to the full range of services provided by
speech-language professionals and behavior analysts

Education: narrow the research-practice gap through education, training, and mentorship

Est. 2005

Coliaboration between speech pathologists and behavior analysts has strong benefits for consumers
of our services to treat speech, language, communication and feeding disorders across a lifespan.

Become a SPABA member today!

$20 for professionals $10 for students Important SPABA Links
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