
Welcome! 

Speech Pathology Applied Behavior Analysis 

Special Interest Group 

www.behavioralspeech.com 

 

May 27, 2019 

Chicago, Illinois 



To promote the: 

1. dissemination of behaviorally oriented 

speech and language research, and  

2. application of evidence-based practices 

relevant to the full range of services 

provided by speech and language 

professionals. 

SIG Mission 

Visit SPABA’s website at 

www.behavioralspeech.com 



   2019 - 2020 Executive 

 and Committee positions: 

Co-Chair  • Nikia Dower 

Co-Chair  • Tracie Lindblad 

Past Chair  • Barb Esch 

Secretary   • Lina Slim Topdjian 

Treasurer • Heather Forbes 

Membership Coordinator • VACANT
 

Communications Coordinator  • Deirdre Muldoon 

Grant Awards Coordinator  • Sudha Ramaswamy 



Interesting Facts 

 

Currently, there are 400 identified 

dually certified individuals 

worldwide - an increase of 26 from 

ABAI-2018. We are now in 42 

states, Washington, DC and 

Puerto Rico. 



More Interesting Facts 

 

 

The only states that have NO dually 

credentialed individuals are Idaho, 

Wyoming, North Dakota, South 

Dakota, Kentucky, Montana, 

Mississippi and Delaware. 



More Interesting Facts 
 

We are in 12 countries outside of the 

USA: 

Canada 

Chile 

United Kingdom 

Sweden 

India 

Ireland 

 
 

Kenya 

Australia 

Poland 

United Arab Emirates 

Saudi Arabia 

Spain 
 



More Interesting 

Facts 
 

Where can I quickly find an SLP-BCBA? 

https://www.behavioralspeech.com/find-an-

slpbcba.html  

https://www.behavioralspeech.com/find-an-slpbcba.html
https://www.behavioralspeech.com/find-an-slpbcba.html
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  What have we done since last 

ABAI? 

  SLP-BCBA and SLP-BCaBA presented at state, 

regional, national and international autism, 

behavior analysis, augmentative 

communication, speech/language, feeding, and 

special education conferences and webinars on 

a variety of topics!  

 

Nearly 100 presentations in 2018! 
 

 

 

https://sway.office.com/6rnhvSv7E7pNQi5w?ref=Link


 

 

  

 

 

 

At ABAI 2018, 8 SLP-BCBAs presented: 

  

• Catherine Horton (ME) 

• Joe Novak (NJ) 

• Daphne Hartzheim (LA) 

• Tamara Kasper (WI) 

• Lina Slim-Topdjian (NJ)  

• Rose Griffin (OH) 

• Corey Whelan (MA)  

• Teresa Cardon (UT) 

What have we done since 

the last ABAI? 



  What have we done since last 

ABAI? 

  
 

At the 2018 National Autism Conference at Penn State,  

9 SLP-BCBAs presented:  

 

• Tamara Kasper (WI)  

• Lina Slim-Topdjian (NJ)  

• Nikia Dower (VA)  

• Tracie Lindblad (Canada)  

• Heather Forbes (KS)  

• Liz Willis (PA)  

• Barb Weber (PA)  

• Barb Esch (MI) 

• Amy Foor (PA) 



  What have we done since last 

ABAI? 

  
At ASHA 2018, 7 SLP-BCBAs presented:  

 

• Tamara Kasper (WI)  

• Lina Slim-Topdjian (NJ) 

• Barb Weber (PA) 

• Catherine Horton (ME) 

• Sarah Fitta (MA) 

• Deirdre Muldoon (NY) 

• Kerry Egan (UAE) 



  What have we done since last 

ABAI? 

  

At ABAI 2019, 8 SLP-BCBAs presented:  

 

• Tamara Kasper (WI) – Invited Tutorial & Symposium 

• Lina Slim-Topdjian (NJ) - Symposium 

• Joseph Novak (NJ) - Workshop 

• Catherine Horton (ME) - Workshop 

• Cory Whelan (MA) – Symposium 

• Estefania Alarcon (Chile) – 2 Symposiums and Panel 

• Dag Stromberg (Sweden) – Paper Session 

• Ahmad Eid (Saudia Arabia) - Poster 



SLP-BCBA #ABAICon19 

Catherine Horton, SLP/BCBA Joseph Novak, SLP/BCBA-D 



SLP-BCBA #ABAICon19 

Dag Stromberg, SLP/BCBA Cory Whelan, SLP/BCBA 



SLP-BCBA #ABAICon19 

Tamara Kasper, SLP/BCBA 

Lina Slim-Topdjian, SLP/BCBA-D 



SLP-BCBA #ABAICon19 

Ahmad Eid, SLP/BCBA 



SLP-BCBA #ABAICon19 

Estefania Alarcon, SLP-BCBA 



  What have we done since last 

ABAI? 

 

 

We gained 8 new SLP-BCBA and SLP-BCBA in 2018 
Leslie Rost (AK) 

Michael Quintilone (NC) 

Lexie Tutton (Australia) 

Melanie Giles (MA) 

Marie Martinez (TN) 

Sally Joy Nandee (Canada) 

Jennifer Wilson Houston (IN) 

Angela Chase (CO) 

So far in 2019, we have gained  

1 new SLP-BCBA and 1 new SLP-BCaBA  
Kelley Steckevicz Schupak (NJ) 

Katie Pangle Castro (TX) 



  What have we done since last 

ABAI? 

Shelley Marie Windsor was appointed to the State of Montana's Board of Psychology  

representing Montana's BCBAs 

Heather Forbes was accepted into The University of Kansas PhD program in Special Education 

Shannon Harper was accepted into the PhD program in Clinical Psychology at Fielding Graduate 

University 

Dierdre Muldoon and colleagues published: A Family-Centered Feeding Intervention to Promote 

Food Acceptance and Decrease Challenging Behaviors in Children With ASD: Report of Follow-Up 

Data on a Train-the-Trainer Model Using EAT-UP in the American Journal of Speech Language 

Pathology 

Heather Forbes published Augmentative and Alternative Communication Intervention in Public 

Schools: Achieving Meaningful Outcomes Through Collaboration in Perspectives of the ASHA 

Special Interest Groups - SIG 12 

Daphne Hartzheim and colleagues published A Multidisciplinary Replication of Upper’s (1974) 

Unsuccessful Self-Treatment of Writer’s Block in Behavior Analysis in Practice 

Rose Griffin developed a new product Double Up - Vocabulary Matching Game 
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  What have we done since last 

ABAI? 

In May 2019, ABA for SLPs: Interprofessional Collaboration for Autism Support Teams was 

published!  

Volume Editors: Joanne E. Gerenser Ph.D., CCC-SLP, and Mareile A. Koenig, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, 

BCBA  

  

Tracie L. Lindblad, M.Sc., Reg. SLP (CASLPO) M.Ed.,BCBA 

Linda Bezijan Wright, M.A., CCC-SLP/L BCBA 

Melanie Olsen GIles, M.A., M.Ed., CCC-SLP, BCBA, LABA 

Coleen Sparkman M.A., CCC-SLP 

Tracy Vail M.S., CCC-SLP 

Dana Battaglia Ph.D., CCC-SLP 

Amy L. Donaldson Ph.D., CCC-SLP 

Lori Frost M.S., CCC-SLP 

Lynn Kern Koegel Ph.D., CCC-SLP 

Aimee Bord M.A., CCC-SLP 

Eric V. Larsson, Ph.D., LP BCBA-D 

Andy Bondy Ph.D., BCBA-D 

David A. Celiberti Ph.D., BCBA 

Frank R. Cicero Ph.D., BCBA 

Jennifer Lynn Hilton Ph.D., M.Ed. 

Jane S. Howard Ph.D., BCBA-D 

Samantha Russo Ph.D. 

Mary Jane Weiss Ph.D., BCBA-D 

Corinne M. Murphy Ph.D., BCBA-D 

Alison Moors Lipshin M.A., BCBA, LBA 

Joseph P. McCleery Ph.D. 

Mary E. McDonald, Ph.D. BCBA-D, LBA 

Ian Terrell Melton Ph.D. 

Daniel Openden Ph.D., BCBA-D 

Sally J. Rogers Ph.D. 

Aubyn C. Stahmer Ph.D 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Authors 
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  Where are some of our 

members headed? 

  

Sara Fitta (MA) – SLP-BCBA 

Starting in the Speech Language Pathology Clinical Doctorate program 

at Northwestern University 

 

Carly Dragan (VA) – SLP-BCBA 

Starting in the Speech Language Pathology Clinical Doctorate program 

at Northwestern University 

 

Lina Slim-Topdjian (NJ) – PhD, BCBA-D, CCC-SLP 

BACB and ABAI Approved Coordinator of the Verified Course Sequence 

(VCS) for the BCBA certificate, at the Psychology Department at the 

American University of Beirut (AUB), Lebanon  



  News from the BACB 

  

Starting in 2022, a Master's degree in Speech-Language Pathology will again 

meet the BACB standards to sit for the BCBA exam as long as an additional 315 

hours of graduate coursework in behavior analysis AND practical experience that 

meets the 2022 supervised fieldwork requirements are completed successfully. 

SPABA particularly likes this excerpt from the newsletter:  
 

 

"... the increased behavior-analytic coursework and fieldwork requirements 

would likely lessen the importance of the differences in educational histories of 

applicants with graduate degrees in fields outside of education, psychology, and 

behavior analysis. This consideration, along with the secondary benefits of having 

more certificants with diverse training backgrounds and connections to 

other professional communities, led the committee to determine that more 

flexibility in the field-of-study requirement would be valuable at this time." 

 

https://www.bacb.com/wp-content/uploads/BACB_October2018_Newsletter.pdf?utm_source=social_media&utm_medium=Facebook&utm_campaign=Oct18_Newsletter&fbclid=IwAR2BXT910q2F3qveceT7_Wr9_GPwB8XfWtnf6k98C3-jD1ExPVUmQCUr94w


Have you donated to SPABA yet? 



Treasurer’s Report 
Heather Forbes 



Assets (05-21-19) 

Cash on hand (Checking) 1693.07 

Other (PayPal) 447.87 

Total assets 2140.94 



Profit & Loss Statement 

05-21-18 through 05-21-19 

Income 

Full membership (14) 210.00 

Student membership (2) 10.00 

Donations (10) 440.00 

Total income 660.00 

Expenses 

PayPal fees 19.95 

Research grants  

2018 (3) 

 

750.00 

Website 160.61 

Total expenses 930.56 

Net profit/(loss) to date (270.56) 



Financial Trends 
05-20-17 through 05-21-19 

$2,324.41  

$790  

$536.01  

$2,413.97  

$760  

$1,424.15  

$2,140.94  

$660  

$930.56  
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$1,500

$2,000

$2,500

$3,000
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U
.S
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. 

2017 2018 2019



Membership Report 
Submitted by Heather Forbes 



Membership Trends 

2017-2018 2018-2019 

Full Members 17 14 

Student Members 5 2 

Facebook Members 4047 5584 

Total 4069 5600 



2018-2019 Activities 

2018 AGM PLAN PROGRESS 

Increase in Membership on the Executive and 

Committees 

Social Media Presence 

Expansion of Website 

Development of Bylaws and Policies 

Financial Sustainability  



Social Media  
Submitted by Nikia Dower 



 Our first social media presence started in 2013 – primary use is for 

dissemination, file sharing and professional discussions relevant to 

SPABA’s mission. 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/SPABA.SIG/ 

 

 

 

 

SPABA Facebook Group  

ABAI 2018: 4720 members 

ABAI 2019: 5864 members 

 

Members are SLPs, SLP-BCBAs, 

SLP-BCaBAs, BCBAs, BCaBA, 

RBTs, behavior analysts, special 

education teachers, occupational 

therapists, etc. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/SPABA.SIG/


In 2016, we started this social media presence – primary use is for 

dissemination of information consistent with SPABA’s mission. 

Currently, we have 1,860 ‘likes.” 

 

 

 

SPABA Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/SPABASIGofABAI/ 

https://www.facebook.com/SPABASIGofABAI/


In May, 2016, we started this social media presence – primary use is for 

dissemination and retweets of information consistent with SPABA’s 

mission. Currently, we have 545 followers! 

 

 

@SPABASIG on Twitter 



 

 

 

@SPABASIG on Instagram 
Started this social media presence in 2017 – primary use is for 

photographic dissemination of information consistent with SPABA’s 

mission. We currently have 792 followers! 



Began this social media presence in 2017 and is still a work in 

progress - primary intended use is for a database of 

resources/information consistent with SPABA’s mission and for ease 

of dissemination of this information when requested.  Currently, 440 

monthly viewers and 29 followers. 

 

 

SPABA on Pinterest 

www.pinterest.com/SPABASIGofABAI/ 



2019 Research and 

Dissemination Awards 

 
Dr. Sudha Ramaswamy 

 

 



 
2019 SPABA SIG 

Dissemination Grant Winner 
 
 
Geetika Agarwal 
Stepping Stones Center 
 
 
 
“Training Speech and 

Language Pathology (SLP) 
students in India to complete 
Functional Behavior 
Assessment (FBA)”  



 

2019 SPABA SIG  
Research  Grant Winner 
 
 
Luis Rodriguez 
Idaho State 
Advisor: Dr. Erin Rasmussen 
 
 
 
“Development and Validation of a 

Probability Discounting Task of 
Verbal Disfluency for Adults 
who Stutter”  



• To our judges: 

– Dr. Barb Esch, BCBA-D, CCC-SLP 

– Dr. Amy Davies-Lackey, BCBA-D 

– Daniel Conine, BCBA 

– Sarah Frampton, BCBA 



ICYMI  

You can find the archives of 

JSLPABA, sometimes referenced 

as SLP-ABA, here:  

Journal of Speech and Language 

Pathology Applied Behavior 

Analysis 
http://psycnet.apa.org/journals/slp/1/2/ 

http://psycnet.apa.org/journals/slp/1/2/
http://psycnet.apa.org/journals/slp/1/2/
http://psycnet.apa.org/journals/slp/1/2/


• The only vacancy on the executive committee is the 

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR. 

• Fees / Dues vs Donations: Donations – please donate 

today! 

• Website – Mahabalagiri (Giri) Hegde, Ph.D., CCC-SLP 

has graciously granted us permission to house his 

behaviorally-oriented literature  website guru wanted! 

• Dissemination and Research Grant award amounts – tied 

directly to donations acquired by April of each year 

 

Discussion  



SIG Leadership Training updates from 2017-2018: 
- ABAI has now allowed SIGs to bundle their dues with their registration fees. 

- ABAI offers support for the bank account, membership tracking, membership drive , 

etc. 

- The fee for these services would be $12.00/person.  not of benefit for SPABA 

SIG Leadership Training updates from 2019: 

 

1st SPABA retreat in Oct-2020 – interest? (Los 

Cabos) 

 

 

Discussion   



SPABA SIG OF ABAI 2019 Initiatives  

• Focus on Research and Grant awards and donations to 

support larger awards 

• Professional dissemination and discussion on the 

Facebook page 

• Promoting professional growth and collaboration among 

our members  

• Increasing our professional network of unicorns! 

 

 

 

Discussion   



 

  

 

 

 

SPABA EVENTS AT 

#ABAICON19 



 

 

 

 

 watch for the SIG update in the ABAI 2019 

Summer newsletter 

 

Announcements  



 All dually credentialed SLP-BCBAs and SLP-

BCaBAs, please remain for a few minutes at the 

conclusion of the meeting for a photo opp. 

 

 

Announcements  



 

Thanks for joining us 

today!  


